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Laval is proof enough of that. M. Laval, it is true, is consistent. He
was against war in 1914, in 1935, in 1939, in 1940, But his motives
are not likely to be thought edifying when his accumulation of a
great fortune in a few years in the service of the State is remem-
bered. Moral regeneration from such a source is open to suspicion,
M. Laval's career, its worldly wisdom, its practical sagacity, make
him an instrument, an intelligent instrument, of German or Italian
policy, but France is not bemused enough to be taken in, to see in
the Gauleiter anything more than that.
The Petain Government will try to turn French anger and
French shame against us. It will, at first, have some success. But its
success is bound to be limited. Even if all France, or the majority
of Frenchmen, had no higher ideals than those of M. Laval or
M. Deat (it is unfair to lump the two together, but for the moment
they are allies or accomplices), the necessities of the war, if we hold
out, will force the Germans to strip France of that wealth, that
internal security, that rest, that its present governors have foolishly
thought to buy at such a price. The vision that may haunt some
French minds of France as a willing partner in a Fascist Europe is
baseless. Fascism needs some spiritual food, it needs the psycho-
logical support of patriotism. What can the Petain Government do
to supply that need? Against it speaks the most varied patriotic
tradition in Europe: Joan of Arc and Richelieu, Danton and Gam-
betta, Foch and Clemenceau. Even the Bourbon Restoration of
1814 and 1815 had more to offer French sentiment than that. Louis
XVIII bore only the shadow of the great name, but there had been
the great name.
The new Government can only appeal, and could only appeal
even if its political members were more personally reputable than
they are, to a mean and timid selfishness, always present, indeed, in
France, but always vanquished by the national spirit. And what that
mean and timid spirit will save from the wreck depends on Herr
Hitler and Signer Mussolini, neither of them magnanimous, neither
of them quite a free agent. Herr Hitler may very possibly turn from
the mere property-owners' syndicate represented by M. Laval to
such able Fascist demagogues as M. Doriot. But as our resistance
continues, the action of the Petain Government will be seen for
what it is, the resignation of old-fashioned professional soldiers to
the fortune of war, combined with the false sagacity of the political